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May 6, 2009

Dee Merriam, FASLA 
Community Planner

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
National Center for Environmental Health 
4770 Buford Highway, MS-F60 
Atlanta, GA 30341

Via email: hgq8@cdc.gov
We are writing to provide comments on the development of Healthy People 2020, based on the format you provided in your email dated April 10, 2009. We look forward to working with you to develop indicators and goals that will advance the public health by eliminating health hazards in the US housing stock.

Name: Rebecca Morley
Phone #: 443-539-4159
Email: rmorley@nchh.org
Organization: National Center for Healthy Housing

Suggested objective 1: Eliminate childhood blood lead levels above 5 μg/dL by 2020.
Supporting data set(s): National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey and Childhood Blood Lead Surveillance Database
Comments: Childhood lead poisoning and excessive exposure are preventable and remain widespread, despite a decline of over 90% since the 1970s. Since at least 1991, CDC has stated that no safe level of lead exposure has been developed and that exposures should be kept as low as possible. A goal of eliminating blood lead levels above 5 μg/dL is attainable; NHANES data ca. 2004 show that the mean childhood blood lead level is now approximately 1.5 μg/dL. This goal will enable the nation to address remaining sources of excessive lead exposure.
Suggested objective 2: Reduce the number of houses with lead-based paint hazards to less than 1 million by 2020 and eliminate all lead-based paint hazards in housing occupied by children.
Supporting data set(s): HUD American Healthy Housing Survey



Comments: In 2000, HUD’s National Survey of Lead and Allergens in Housing showed that 24 million housing units had lead-based paint hazards in the form of deteriorated lead based paint ≥ 1 mg/cm2 and/or lead-contaminated housedust above EPA standards of 40 μg/ft2 on floors and 250 μg/ft2 on interior window sills and/or bare soil lead levels ≥ 400 μg/g in play areas and 1200 μg/g in other yard areas. No child should grow up in house with lead-based paint hazards and the methods to safely eliminate lead-based paint hazards is known.
Suggested objective 3: Reduce the number of asthma cases to less than 2 million and conduct multifactoral tailored asthma interventions in the home environment to control asthma
Supporting data set(s): Behavioral Risk Factor Survey, National Health Interview Survey, National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey
Comments: Childhood asthma severity and exacerbation can be controlled through proven clinical management and environmental interventions. See CDC asthma task force report on environmental interventions.

Suggested objective 4: Reduce the number of housing units with severe hazards to < 100,000 housing units and reduce the number of housing units with moderate hazards to < 500,000 housing units by 2020. 
Supporting data set(s): American Housing Survey
Comments: In 2005, the number of housing units with severe and moderate hazards stood at 2 million and 6 million housing units, respectively. Such housing units are associated with injuries and illnesses associated with inadequate sanitation, structural defects and pest infestations, mold and moisture and other problems.

Suggested objective 5: Reduce the number of homes that have cockroach, mouse, rat, dust mite and other allergens associated with asthma that are above sensitization thresholds to < 100,000 housing units
Supporting data set(s): American Healthy Housing Survey
Comments: Over 20 million housing units had levels of allergens above sensitization thresholds in 2000. The methods to reduce such levels are now well known and if broadly implemented in homes of asthmatic children and adults promise to reduce asthma severity and exacerbation.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide these suggestions. We look forward to the opportunity to refine these goals for 2020 in the future. 

Sincerely, 
 

Rebecca Morley, Executive Director
Building a Healthy Home Environment for All Children 
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